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The Library is Everywhere! Really. 
Just when you thought your local library could not get any 

more Hip, Technologically Advanced, and Conveniently 

Available 24/7 everywhere and anyhoo (Twitter, Facebook, 

Blogger, Picasa, Youtube etc.- see little boxes at the top of this 

newsletter.), the library just launched an app for Android and  

iPhones. You can now search the library catalog on your smart 

phone with the free app available at http://bhplnj.boopsie.com 

You can also place holds and use our research databases with 

this free app. For those of you who have a cell phone which 

doesn’t do many tricks or, even more retro, a 

hard-wired landline, an ‘app’ for the library 

catalog will not change the way you use the 

library. But for some cell- phone owners, 

those people who can be seen glued to the 

little phone in their hand all the time, this 

could be a great way to expand horizons 

beyond ‘Angry Birds’ and other games.  

NB: don’t use our app when your plane is 

getting ready to take off or land. We 

wouldn’t want a library catalog to bring a 

plane down.  

Alec, we’re talking to you.  

 

Can I Text the Library from 
my Phone? 
Yes.  
Anyone with a cell phone can text the 

library by sending the text message to 908-912-4646.     

Reference Librarians are standing by  

to text you back, now available weekdays 

from 9 – 5.  

If this service becomes popular, we will 

expand the service to evenings and 

weekends. So, get in on this ‘beta’ phase. 

Text us a reference question and we will get 

back to you ASAP. 

 
 

Are Books Dead? 
 
In a word: No. 
Librarians are often asked this question and we 

are pretty sure the answer is ‘no, books are still here.’ 

Thousands of books are on the shelves at the library. But now 

the books are also sitting on those mysterious virtual shelves in 

cyberspace ready for patrons to pluck them out of the cloud and 

read them on their e-reader or other device. You may be 

thinking: How do I do that? Why should I do that? What are 

you talking about and can I turn back the clock and ignore this? 

The short answer is: just talk to your friendly Reference 

Librarians and we will show you how to download free ebooks 

or audiobooks from eListenNJ.  If your kids gave you a Kindle 

or Nook that is reproachfully sitting in the box still wrapped in 

holiday paper, bring it in and we can figure it out together, 

painlessly.  

 

The Berkeley Heights 

Public Library is on 

Facebook ; be sure to 

“like” us  

Follow the Reference staff daily on 

Twitter with your smart phone 

http://twitter.com/#!/BHPLibrarian 

Read staff book reviews & program 

previews on our Library Blog  

http://bhplnjbookgroup.blogspot.com/ 

WEBSITE - www.bhplnj.org 
TELEPHONE - 908.464.9333 
FAX – 908.464.7098 
EMAIL - reference@bhplnj.org 
 
IN THIS ISSUE: 
~New App for the Library  
 
~New! Text the Library 
 
~ Downloadable books 

Subscribe to www.Wowbrary.org for email 
alerts about new materials acquired by 
BHPL. You can sort by type of new 
materials: DVD’s, CD’s, Large Type etc. 
New Feature: you can choose to “show no 
electronic items” in the list of new 
materials you have received by email. 
Wowbrary is one of the library’s most 
popular online features. Easy to sign up for 
and you will get only one email per week 
and no advertisements!  
 
 
 

 

http://
http://www.bhplnj.org/
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Travel Books Go Hi-Tech 
Our fearless leader has been adding travel books to the BHPL 

collection on eLibraryNJ* for your downloadable delectation. 

Now patrons can download a Fodor’s or other travel guide to 

their reading device and take it with them on a trip without 

worrying about overdue fees or losing library books in your 

luggage. Some nifty titles which caught our eye are: 

Fodor’s Hawaii 2012; Fodor’s Southern Italy 2012; 

Frommer’s Bahamas 2012 and, not just to favor the warmer 

climates, we also offer Fodor’s London 2012 and Fodor’s New 

York City 2012. These are just a few of the thousands of 

electronic books available for downloading on eListenNJ. 

Popular titles may have waiting lists.  But don’t worry, the 

library still has real, ie: sitting on the shelf, actual old-fashioned 

travel books on the shelves in Dewey # 914 – 919. 

 

*ElibraryNJ is the new name for ListenNJ which loans free 

downloadable audiobooks and ebooks (text) to library card 

holders. 

 

Easy Painless Instructions for 
Downloading Books 
The best instructions for learning how to download ebooks, and 

use the BHPL phone app can be found on the library blog. 

Librarian Ellen Zander writes informative and anxiety-soothing 

explanations. For example, after Ms. Zander taught a free class 

about downloading ebooks from the library, she wrote up her 

talk on the blog. If you missed it, here it is: 

‘Here's a recap of a little of tonight's presentation on library 

eBooks. As of today there are about 4,000 eBooks that 

Berkeley Heights residents can download from 

eLibraryNJ.com. You're limited to 5 at a time, and about 90% 

of the eBooks have a waitlist today. The eBooks work on 
Kindle, Nooks, and iPads (among others). 

This pie chart is not 100% accurate since some of the books 

overlap categories 

and I just used 

Advanced Search 

to figure out the 

different types 

(not an exact 

science), but it 

will give you an 

idea of what kinds 

of books are 
available. 

Basically, anything you can check out from the library is what 

you can expect at eLibraryNJ: nonfiction, romance, 

mystery/suspense/thriller, other kinds of fiction, children's 

books. The library's eBooks were all published in the past few 

years (or a little less recently if it's part of a series that is still 

popular.) There are a lot of bestsellers, too. However, if you're 

wondering why we don't have certain bestsellers (like the new 

Steve Jobs book) it's because we can't get books from Simon & 

Schuster, Hachette and HarperCollins. Also, it's important to 

sign in before you search. BHPL is buying eBooks for the use 

of BH residents only, but you will only find those books if you 
are signed in.’ 

This post can be found on the library blog, January 11, 2012 

Here is the permalink 

http://bhplnjbookgroup.blogspot.com/2012/01/what-kinds-of-
ebooks-does-library-have.html 

The blog post about ‘The BHPL App for Smartphones and 
Tablets’ can be found at this link below. 

http://bhplnjbookgroup.blogspot.com/2012/01/bhpl-app-for-
smartphones-tablets.html 

The Library in 2011 

Library Director Stephanie Bakos wrote a summary of the year 

for the library blog which can be found here 

http://bhplnjbookgroup.blogspot.com/2012/01/berkeley-

heights-public-library -2011.html  Ms. Bakos cites the 

number of titles checked out and the number of new patrons 
and new materials added to the collection.  

‘Total circulation:  
54,943 Adult 
57,949 Juvenile 
34,594 Audio-Visual (including downloadables) 
1,791 Juvenile Audio-Visual 
1,270 Interlibrary Loan 
 
New patrons: 622 
 
Collection 
Titles added: 5,194 Books 
1,073 Audio-Visual (DVDs, Audio-books,CDs, etc.) 
1,036 Downloadable e-Books and audio-books’ 

The BHPL statistics for 2011 do reflect that the library’s lower 

level Children’s Department was closed for ten weeks due to 

damage from Hurricane Irene. The statistics also.show that the 

library added 1,036 downloadable e-books and audiobooks last 

year. News reports have noted that the number of electronic 

titles sold by publishers exceeded the number of hard copy 

books on several occasions. Depending on how you do the 

statistics: books sold by Amazon, all books sold, only hard-

cover, paperback or whatever, the fact is that downloadable 

books are popular and are gaining on the old-fashioned format. 

The library provides information, books and entertainment in 

all formats and mediums and, as always, all materials borrowed 
from the library are free. 

Summary: Try these new ways to use the 
BHPL library 
Text the library 908 912-4646   Mon- Fri 9 – 5 

Download our app BHPL  http://bhplnj.boopsie.com/ 

Download books from eLibraryNJ.com or 

berkeleyheightsnj.oneclickdigital.com 
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