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The Director’s Corner: Library History 

 

Here is a brief history of BHPL as the 59
th

 anniversary of 

the referendum approving its creation as a municipal 

library approaches.   A committee of local residents 

began meeting in 1946 to discuss the need for a public 

library and possible locations.  The first idea was to build 

a memorial library on Park Avenue across from the 

Municipal Building.  This idea and the hopes of raising 

sufficient funds by solicitation and fund-raising were 

abandoned by 1948.  The Township Committee started 

placing $ 5,000 annually in a fund for the erection of a 

suitable library.  The current location, the former Mt. 

Carmel Hall, was first discussed in1949.  By spring of 

1951 the Library Committee requested purchase of Mt. 

Carmel Hall and a referendum to establish a municipal 

library.   

 

It was a pivotal referendum for Berkeley Heights: 

 

 Public Question #1 to establish a Free Public 

Library in New Providence Township pursuant 

to N.J.L.A. 40:54-1 to 40:54 – 29 

Yes – 608   No – 360 

 

 Public Question #2 to purchase and convert Mt. 

Carmel Hall for library purposes 

Yes – 442   No – 412 

 

 Public Question #3 to change the corporate 

name from Township of New Providence to 

Township of Berkeley Heights 

Yes- 746   No - 159 

 

The Township Committee immediately appointed the 

first Board of Trustees of the Free Public Library of 

Berkeley Heights.  After electing officers, the Board’s 

next action was to request $ 2,500 for preliminary 

surveys, plans, sketches, and estimates for the acquisition 

of property.  After that, the Board requested $ 55,000 in 

1952 for the purchase of a site, equipment, furnishings, 

books and incidental expenses. 

 

Architect Harry Maslow, a local resident, was engaged to 

turn Mt. Carmel Hall into a library.  The Dedication 

Ceremony was held in October 1953.  Ten years later, 

Mr. Maslow was again hired to design plans for an 

addition to triple the size of the original library.  The 

second dedication was held in December 1966.  The 

building has undergone only minor exterior renovations 

since that time.  The interior is another matter and the 

1946 Committee might not recognize the trappings of a 

2010 public library. 

 

The 1946 Library Committee displayed both tenacity and 

patience in achieving the goal of a municipal library in 

Berkeley Heights.  Progress was not always fast or 

straight.  Vincent Stabilis, a member of the original 

Library Committee and the first Board of Trustees, wrote 

about tedious and repetitious arguments and suggestions.  

At one point he despaired of ever having sufficient 

funds.  He wrote ―…without that omnipotent cash we 

will have to be satisfied with an airy library resting on 

the atmospheric foundations of a fleecy cloud.‖  The 

Library Committee persevered and their vision has 

endured. 

LIBRARY PROGRAMS 

Classic Broadway with Nina Deutsch 

Sunday, June 27, 2:00 p.m. to 3:00 p.m.  
 

Note location: 

Berkeley Heights Nursing and Rehab 

Center 

35 Cottage St., Berkeley Heights  

 

The music and personalities of the great Broadway 

composers including Gershwin, Rodgers, Kern, Berlin 

and Cole Porter are brought to life by pianist and speaker 

Nina Deutsch. This program will include classic sing-a-

long favorites such as Maria, Someone to Watch Over 

Me, Embraceable You, Always, and many others. 

 

This program is free and open to the public.   

To register, call (908) 464-9333 or go to: 

http://www.surveymonkey.com/s/XYBJF9K 

This program is funded by the Horizons Speakers Bureau 

of the New Jersey Council for the Humanities, a state 

partner of the National Endowment for the 

Humanities.     

http://www.surveymonkey.com/s/XYBJF9K


 

English Acoustic Guitarist Kenny Cunningham 

Wednesday, June 30, 7:00 p.m. – 8:00 p.m. 

 

A native of Liverpool, England, Cunningham sings and 

plays songs by Simon & Garfunkel, the Beatles, Bob 

Dylan, and takes requests. This concert will be held on 

the library's back terrace, weather permitting. Rain 

location is the meeting room.   

Free, no registration.  

 

Free Computer Classes 

 Introduction to the 

Internet 

Thursday, June 24, 

10:00 a.m. – 11:00 a.m. 

 

This free class will teach you how to navigate a 

web site, how to go to a particular web site's 

address and how to search for a web site by 

topic.  Space is limited, call (908) 464-9333 to 

register. 

 Introduction to Microsoft Word 
Thursday, July 1, 10:00 a.m. – 11:00 a.m. 

Learn how to format text and add images to 

your documents as well as how to save and print 

them. Space is limited, call (908) 464-9333 to 

register. 

 Free Email Clinic 

Thursday, July 8, 10:00 a.m. – 11:00 a.m. 

 

Drop by the Berkeley Heights Public Library to 

get help with an existing email account, or to 

sign up for a free web-based email account. No 

registration required.  

 

Free Practice PSAT 

Tuesday, July 20  or 

Wednesday, July 21, 10:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. 

 

Kaplan will administer a free Practice SAT at the 

Berkeley Heights Public Library.  You may either take 

the test on Tuesday, 7/20 or on Wednesday, 7/21, your 

choice. Scores will be handed back Tuesday, July 27 at 7 

p.m. Online registration required.  Go to 

kaptest.com/enroll/PSAT/07922/events  

 

Shakespeare in the Parking Lot: "As You Like It" 

Friday, July 23, 7:00 p.m. – 8:00 p.m. 

The Next Stage Ensemble of the Shakespeare Theatre of 

New Jersey will perform As You Like It. Bring your own 

chairs. Free, no registration. Rain location TBA  

 

 

 

Summer International Film Festival 
 

"Welcome" 
Thursday, June 17, 7:00 p.m. - 8:45 p.m. 

 

A Kurdish teenager who walked from Iraq to 

France wants to swim across The Channel in order to be 

reunited with his girlfriend in England. This film is not 

rated and is in French, Kurdish and accented English. 

The French and Kurdish dialogue is subtitled in English. 

Free, no registration. Call (908) 464-9333 for more 

information.  

 

"Easy Virtue" 

Thursday, July 15, 7:00 p.m. - 8:40 p.m. 

 

When a British playboy brings his new wife, an 

American feminist and winner of a car race in Monte 

Carlo, home to meet his family, almost 

everyone faces disappointment. In British English with 

English subtitles. Rated PG-13. Free, no registration 

required. Doors open at 6:45 p.m. 

 

"The Maid" 

Thursday, July 22, 7:00 p.m. - 8:35 p.m. 

A comedy/drama about a maid who tries to hold onto her 

job after 23 years with the same wealthy family in Chile.  

In Spanish with English subtitles.  Unrated. Free, no 

registration required. Doors open at 6:45 p.m. 

 

“Shall We Kiss?” 
Thursday, July 29, 7:00 p.m. - 8:45 p.m. 

 

A comedy/romance that uses flashbacks to tell the story 

of a kiss with unexpected consequences and the 

impossibility of indulging your desires without affecting 

someone else's life.  In French with English subtitles.  

Unrated. Free, no registration required. Doors open at 

6:45 p.m.  

 

 

June Lobby Display: Berkeley Heights History 
materials from the library’s New Jersey Collection 

 

Photo of the Deserted Village from: 

www.ucnj.org/cultural/4centuries/4cv.html 

 

http://www.ucnj.org/cultural/4centuries/4cv.html


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

AHOY READERS!  

SUMMER READING PROGRAM 2010 

 ―Make a Splash—READ!‖ is the theme this summer at 

the Berkeley Heights Public Library. Children will 

explore the world of water and reading fun through 

stories, songs, games and other activities.  The Summer 

Reading Program is open to young people, preschool 

through young adult.  Club members will earn rewards 

and a certificate by reading 15 minutes per day.    Sign-

ups for Reading Club begin Wednesday, June 23.  

Certificates will be awarded beginning August 20.    

 

Weekly Programs: 

 

Family Fun Nights   Mondays, 6:30 -7:30 p.m. 

 

June 28 - Read to Simber the Service Dog 

 

July 12 - Magic Show by Mark Zacharia 

 

July 19 - Read to Simber the Service Dog 

 

July 26 – Author Program 11 year old author Morasha 

Winokur will present a program about her book,  My 

Invisible World: Life with my brother, his disability and 

his service dog. 

 

Aug 2 – The Flies – Live Music by  a local band 
 

Aug 9 - Read to Simber the Service Dog 

 

August 17 – Lizard Guys  live lizards, snakes, turtles, 

frogs and bugs. Ages 5 & up. 

 

Storytimes 
 

Storytime Tuesdays,  June 29 - August 17   

10:30 – 11:00 a.m. For ages 2 - 5  

Stories, Songs and Crafts  

Meet Author Ginger Pate, July 27 

 

Mother Goose Storytime   
 

Thursdays,  June 24 - August 19,  

9:30 – 10:00 a.m.  For ages 6 – 24 mos. 

Language readiness through nursery rhymes, lap games, 

songs.  Registration required for June 24 special  

program only 

 

 

SPECIAL EVENTS! 
 

Wednesday, June 23     
Volunteers from L’Oreal  will   

be on hand to start the fun !  

 

 Splish Splash Stories                        
              10:30 – 11:00 a.m.  ages 2 – 7    

 

 Bubble Fun               

11:00 a.m. – noon, all ages 

 

 

Octopus Hug 

Thursday June 24, 9:30 – 10 a.m. 

A special story program for ages 6 months – 2 yrs.  by  

teacher/actor Joe Rizzolo of Youth Stages.  

Sign-up needed. (Group is limited to 25 children) 

 

 

Irish  Step Dancing 

Friday, July 2, 2:00–3:00 p.m. 

Students of Christine Buganski, instructor for the Deidre 

Shea School of Dance, will perform and teach the 

audience basic Irish dances. For ages 3 – 12 

 

 

 “Music to Move By” with Ann Wild  

Wednesday, July 28, 10:00–11:00 a.m. 

Through song, movement, guitar, and props, Ann creates 

a musical environment that will inspire the music-maker 

in you and your child, newborns to 5 years. 

 

 



Dirty Joe the Pirate 
Wednesday, August 4, 2–3pm  

Pirate  Lessons  by actor/teacher  Joey Rizzolo of Youth 

Stages Story.  For children ages 5-7.  Registration is 

needed.  Group limited to 25 children. 

 

 

FEATURE FILMS 

 

Thursday July 22   3-4:30pm  

Families are invited to a showing of a popular movie. 

Licensing agreement prohibits advertising the title of this 

2009 animated feature about a princess and her 

amphibian friend. Rated G 

 

Thursday August 12   3-4:30 pm 

This popular 2001 hit movie is an animated feature about 

a fish on the adventure of a lifetime. Rated G 

 

 

 

CHESS   Tuesdays, June 29, July 6,   4-5 pm 

Drop in for supervised open play for kids and teens.  

Future dates will be scheduled 

 

WII Gaming for Kids & Teens  

Wednesdays, July 7, 21 and August 11    

2:00 p.m. – 4:00 p.m. 

Play MarioKart and Super Smash Bros. Brawl on 2 giant 

screens in the library meeting room. For kids & teens. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Summer Shakespeare for Teens 
Tuesdays, June 29, 

July 13 – 27, 2:00– 3:00 p.m.  

A workshop led by Alice Yellin for grades 6 – 12 will 

cover reading, understanding and acting scenes from  

The Rover by Aphra Behn and Shakespeare’s As You 

Like It. for grades. The Next Stage Ensemble will 

perform As You Like It on Friday, July 23, and The Rover 

on August 6. Show time is 7:00 p.m. in the parking lot 

behind the building. Bring lawn chairs!  

  

Teen Volunteers Needed from  June  23 – August 31    
Stop in at the Children’s Department to sign up.    

 

Check our website for program additions and updates    

library.bhplnj.org 
 

 

 

For news all month long, read the 

BHPL Children’s Blog 

BHPL Book Blog 

 

Join the Berkeley Heights Public Library on 

Facebook. 

 

Follow us on Twitter 

http://twitter.com/BHPLibrarian 

 

 

 

290 Plainfield Avenue, Berkeley Heights, NJ 07922 

 

Phone: 908-464-9333 

FAX: 908-464-7098 

 

Email: reference@bhplnj.org 

 

Website: http:library.bhplnj.org 

http://library.bhplnj.org/TLCScripts/interpac.dll?SearchForm&Directions=1&Config=ysm&Branch=0
http://bhplnj.org/staffstartup.html
http://twitter.com/BHPLibrarian
mailto:reference@bhplnj.org

